
In a move to protect homeowners, the 
Government will from the start of 2015, 
require Builders to keep and produce 
written records of any residential work 
valued at over $30,000.

Building and Construction Minister 
Dr Nick Smith announced earlier 
in July that from 1st January  2015 
Builders would need to keep a 
written contract (with specific clauses 
around warranties, dispute resolution, 
remedies); a checklist for consumers 
with tips on engaging Builders and 
managing the project; and mandatory 
disclosure of information by Building 
Contractors (business information, 
key contacts and their role and 
qualifications, insurance cover held, 
warranties offered) for any jobs priced 
at over $30,000.

Dr Smith said the changes were an 
effort to “improve how building work 
is contracted in New Zealand to 
ensure better quality work, improved 
affordability and fewer disputes”.

“We need to replace a ‘she’ll be 
right’ with a ‘doing it right’ culture, 
with increased professionalism, open 
disclosure and clear expectations 
about what work is to be done, at what 
price and in what timeframe.”

Builderscrack.co.nz co-owner Jeremy 
Wyn-Harris supports the changes and 
said his business had been providing a 
way for homeowners and tradespeople 
to keep a written record of all contacts 
and agreements for jobs of any value 
since 2007.

The Christchurch-based web business 
provides an online meeting place for 
homeowners seeking tradespeople.  
All communication and quotes are 
stored securely online.

A written record of all correspondence 
meant both parties avoids confusion 
and any disputes that arise can be 
more easily settled, Wyn-Harris said.

“When there’s thousands of dollars 
and someone’s home on the line, you 
need more than a handshake to seal 
a deal.

“Having a log of all communication and 
contracts agreed upon is invaluable,” 
he said.

A homeowner from Auckland who 
uses Builderscrack.co.nz to find trades 
people said “seems to keep tradesmen 
on their toes regarding communication 
- which is so often a problem with 
even the best tradesmen.  Its good 
to have a record of all the ongoing 
correspondence,” he said.

The new requirements were approved 
by Cabinet in July and were made 
under Part 4A of the Building Act 
amendments made in 2013.  Instant 
fines of $500.00 would be applied for 
failing to comply.
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add me to your contacts!

Motivated owners say sell. Since purchasing owners 
have repainted inside and out (including roof), inserted a 
new 25,000 ltr water tank, new gas stove, new hot water 
cylinder + house pump, insulation in the ceiling and 
under floor and new carpet throughout. Only 100 mtrs 
from the Broadwood store with a large 2431m² section. 
Family commitments mean this needs to be sold. 
Phone for an inspection. 
Price $85,000.  FNK11306

Family commitments have motivated these vendors to 
move on. A totally flat 18.043ha (45acres) fenced into 
20+ paddocks with endless artesian bore water gravity 
feeding troughs. The modern 3 bedroom home built in 
1999 is still immaculately presented and ready for you 
to enjoy. Centrally located, only 10 minutes from both 
east & west coasts providing options in all weather.
Price $540,000 + GST if any. 
FNK11295

REFURBISHED IN BROADWOOD

CROPPING, CALF REARING, FISHING!
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24 Hours

Fresh bean coffee, 
food, car wash, LPG

E: lumorz@xtra.co.nz

Graveside Bouquets 
honor your loved ones by freshening 

up their gravesides with our specifically 
designed arrangements


